
 
 
6 December, 2022 
 
 
To: FIG Executive Committee members: 
 FIG Council members 
 FIG member National Federations 
 
 
Subject: Thoughts regarding Hardy Fink’s letter regarding Open Worlds 
 
 
 
Dear elected FIG authorities, member Federations, and world-wide gymnastics community: 
 
Hardy Fink’s letter identifies the benefits of an Open Artistic World Championships and 
exposes the false premises upon which FIG currently rationalizes limiting participation.  Hardy 
provides clear, detailed, and irrefutable evidence that continental qualification to Worlds is 
wrong and damages the sport. 
 
The single most impactful factor in the worldwide growth of gymnastics has been opportunity 
of access.  While visual technology (videotape, computers, YouTube, et.al.) have made 
information universally and immediately available, there is simply no substitute for first hand 
experience and exposure to elite high performance gymnastics.  Hence the argument for and 
benefits of an Open Artistic Worlds. 
 
Evidence? 
 
While confident that there are many additional examples, I can attest from direct personal 
involvement that numerous Federations have used participation in World Championships as a 
vehicle to spur growth, increase visibility, and raise the levels of the sport in their country. 
 
In the early and mid 1990s Barbados sent (self-funded) its top two male gymnasts to Worlds 
in Brisbane and Sabae.  As a result, Shane deFreitas not only qualified to the Olympic Games 
but has a skill named in the MAG Code of Points. 
 
At the 1994 Commonwealth Games, the President of the (then recently formed) Namibia 
Federation was advised that taking gymnasts to Worlds would grow the sport and raise the 
stature of her Federation within the Namibia sports community.  Following that advice, 
Namibia sent athletes to the 1999 Worlds and qualified an athlete to the Sydney Olympics. An 
unanticipated benefit to the Federation was the President’s subsequent election and long-time 
representation as a member of the FIG Council. 
 
Bolivia’s use of “Worlds as Development Strategy” was both incremental and long-term.  They 
sent a coach and a male athlete to three Worlds in the 1990s and were joined by a female 
gymnast at the Brisbane Worlds.  After a short hiatus, Bolivia re-emerged in the early 2000’s; 
Jorge Pedraza represented the country in 3 Worlds and Maria Jose Fuentes competed in 
Anaheim in 2003, qualifying to and participating at the 2004 Athens Olympics. 



 
During a strategic planning session at a 1996 Olympic Solidarity course in Sana’a, the Yemen 
Federation was told that a number of their ten- to twelve-year-old boys had potential and that 
they should consider World participation when age eligible (and “if everything worked out”). 
They committed to long-term training and in 2006, twenty-year-old Nashwan al-Harazi 
participated in Aarhus.  Nashwan returned to Worlds in Stuttgart the following year, earned 
the last qualifying spot to the 2008 Games and finished 16th on Vault at the Beijing Olympics. 
 
Just over two decades ago, India did not have a set of spread uneven bars in the country.  At 
the Tienjin Worlds in 1999, Women’s TC President Jackie Fie and her committee advised the 
judges to give “courtesy scores” of 3s and 4s to avoid India the embarrassment of receiving 
zeros.  India hung in there (yes, a gymnastics pun). They saw what the rest of the world was 
doing and  kept entering subsequent Worlds with full men’s and women’s teams.  India 
persevered, learned  and improved.  At the Brazil Olympics in 2016 Dipa Karmaker narrowly 
missed medaling on Vault (4th in finals), and in 2021 Asian medalist Pranatii Nayak proved 
that Dipa (and India) were no fluke by again representing India at the Tokyo Olympic Games. 
 
Open Worlds create so many opportunities for growth and success in gymnastics.  It is a 
strategy that not only benefits the gymnasts and countries involved, but is a proven model 
utilized by other high-profile sporting organizations. 
 
 
Are you watching football’s World Cup?  My schedule, as I write this revolves around 
broadcast times of the world’s most widely followed sports event. 
 
Do you know World Cup history?  From an original 13 team tournament in 1930, subsequent 
editions (1934 through 1978) featured 16 teams.  In 1982 the Cup was expanded to 24 teams. 
The tourney was again enlarged to 32 competing countries in 1998, and in 2026 there will be 
48 national teams vying for a place in history. 
 
FIFA is the most powerful and wealthy sporting organization on the planet.  As interest has 
consistently grown throughout time, FIFA has used increasing the size of the tournament 
as a conscious strategy in order to promote interest and foster development world-
wide. 
 
FIG’s policy is almost exactly the opposite and it is now clear that this needs to be reversed. 
 
Hardy Fink concludes his letter by asking the question: How did Federations (by definition 
they are the FIG) give up their authority even to make proposals? 
 
“How” is not really the point; most observers understand that 25 years of autocratic 
"leadership" has damaged our sport in numerous ways.  Previous Executive Committees, 
Councils, and Congresses have largely abdicated the responsibility to govern and allowed the 
Presidents since Yuri Titov left office to rule by fiat. 
 
The relevant matter is: who will make policy decisions now and in the future?  By Statute FIG 
is a democracy., and as Hardy urged….YOU have the authority and the power to initiate 
and implement change.   



FIG ultimately exists to meet the needs of its members.  FIG not only governs, but should be  
the steward of gymnastics.  FIG authorities (and all of us who have dedicated our professional 
lives to the sport) owe it to both our progenitors and our posterity the best within us. Open 
Worlds is that “best within us.” 

A resolution voted on by a majority (initiated at EC, Council, or Congress) will bring back 
Open World Championships starting in 2025. 

Yours in gymnastics, 

Jim Holt 
jimhgym@yahoo.com 

Jim Holt is widely recognized internationally for his passion for and commitment to the development of 
gymnastics worldwide. He is one of very few individuals to coach at 14 World Championships and is 
the only person in gymnastics history to represent seven different nations at that event (BAR, BOL, 
ECU, IND, IRI, NAM, YEM). 

 

 


